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excitations unable to reach the vagina, and the genital trauma then
create the dispositional basis of a permanent sexual inhibition, i.e.,
frigidity.14 It is this disposition acquired in childhood that is
responsible for the very large number of frigid women. It goes without
saying that overcoming of the inhibition depends upon subsequent
psychic events and especially upon the events of puberty. For in-
stance, a neurotic illness is often responsible for a given woman's
inability to overcome her predisposition to frigidity. On the other
hand, one can see even extremely severe neuroses that do not
diminish potential sexual sensitiveness; inversely, they are psychically
healthy women who have not been able to overcome their sexual
inhibition but tolerate it well.15 Very often in such cases the sexual
energy is diverted to the reproductive functions, and motherliness
fully takes the place of sexuality. That the social restrictions upon
feminine sexuality can intensify the dispositional inhibition is
indisputable.

We can now leave the problem involved in the origin of feminine pas-
sivity and turn to another connected with it, namely, penis envy and its
consequences. But as we do not intend to place upon it all the respon-
sibility for the girl's feelings of envy, we must go back a little farther.

I believe that every child, boy or girl, whatever its situation in the
family, whether loved and pampered or neglected and unappreciated,
an only child or one among many, reacts with great envy to the
birth of a brother or sister. It envies everything: what the new child
has and what it has not. The little boy does not notice that he has an
advantage over his little sister. If he is sufficiently advanced in his
development, this discovery arouses his feara because he is already
involved in genital anxiety. If he is still little and interested in the
urinary function, he notices that the new child lacks something; he
reacts with interest to this discovery, but his principal feeling is that
of envy over the love, care, food, etc., enjoyed by the newcomer. The
birth of a rival makes him experience a new feeling or strengthens an
old one. According to his development, his envy has an oral char-
acter and bears upon the alimentary processes or refers chiefly to the
excretory functions and cleansing procedures.

The little girl's envy likewise is excited by rivalry, and, just as in
the case of the boy, this envy bears upon everything the new child
receives, whether she herself has the same or not. There are also
adults who envy others regardless of their own possessions. When
the little girl is still very young, she is not very much impressed by
her little brother's penis. She is more interested in his excretory
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